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(report stage) the House should enter upon such considera-
tion without question put, unless the member in charge of
the bill should wish for postponement, or there should be
a motion for recommittal.

12. On the same day the "rule of progress" was finally
made applicable to the discussion of supply in the form at
present in use.1 It was, that is to say, provided that when-
ever the Committee of Supply stood as the first order of the
day the Speaker was to leave the chair without putting any
question. There, would no longer, therefore, be an oppor-
tunity for a formal amendment to the question "that I do
now leave the chair'' which the Speaker had been accus-
tomed to put. The rule excepted the occasions of first going
into supply on the Army, Navy or Civil Service estimates
respectively or on any vote of credit; on these occasions
amendments might be moved or questions raised relating
to the estimates proposed to be taken in supply. The rule
was only made applicable to Mondays and Thursdays.

The last three proposals were passed without difficulty,
though they were subjected to an untiring flow of oratory
from members of all parties. On the 27th of November it
was resolved that the first seven and the last three resolu-
tions should be made into standing orders. On the ist of
December the Government produced the second part of their
reform proposals, four resolutions which collectively were
concerned with the setting up of standing or grand com-
mittees. The suggestions which Sir Erskine May especially
had repeatedly urged for lightening the burden of the House
by transferring part of it to large standing committees were
at last put into form and realised,2

The House showed no enthusiasm for the new scheme, but made no
energetic resistance. It was felt that the measure was only experimental,
and the House was not prepared to extend its operation beyond the close of
the next session. At first the new plan remained merely on paper. In 1883
the two standing committees on Law and on Trade were formed, and were
provided with matter for discussion; but after the end of the session of
3883 the regulation was not renewed, and the committees were not
formed again till 1888; since that time they have constantly been made
use of.

1  Standing Order 17.

2  The regulations as to these standing committees are contained,  in
their original shape, in the present Standing Orders 46-50.